RELJGJO MEDICI

a bed; Epsom, where the London merchants from
warehouse or Change Alley took their families
and occasionally (as in more modern times) the
young ladies of other people's; and fashionable
Tunbridge Wells, where the Queen went in the
mistaken belief that the waters would give the
throne an heir.18

But greatest of all was Bath. The long, steep
descent between rugged, dripping rocks brought
the traveller into what once had been a Roman
city, but which was now a little seventeenth-
century town of jumbled houses and narrow
streets. Here were five famous baths, of which
the largest was the King's, whose waters rose
bubbling hot and tasted "like the water that
boils eggs/' In the Cross Bath, the gentlemen
sat on a circular seat surrounding the stone cross
in the centre, while the ladies faced them from
arches along the side, each sitting up to her neck
in water with a laced toilet curtain hanging down
from the arch top to hide the rest of her, and, as
though this were not protection enough, swathed
in stiff yellow canvas garments with episcopal
sleeves. These the water modestly blew out like
balloons, "so that your shape is not seen." Some
added to this precautionary attire cork shoes.
And beside each nymph floated a little dish
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